
Fibers Studio in Italy ARTF 408/508    UO Summer Session 2008 
Dates  August 18 to September 7, 2008 
 
Program Goals 
This three-week program offers a unique 
experience to learn Jacquard silk weaving 
and design at the Foundation Lisio.  Besides 
studio instruction on Jacquard looms, field 
trips to local museums, a national textile 
conservation laboratory and a tour of a 
silkweaving firm in Venice are planned.     
 
Location and Facilities 
The Foundation is on a country estate on 
the south hills of Florence.  It is 25 minutes 
by city bus to the center.  Besides the 
Jacquard looms with all the auxiliary tools 
and equipment, it has a computer lab, a 
textile reference library, archive collection, 
production weaving studio, apartments for 
students, a park, and a small church. 
 
Academic Program 
In this intensive studio master weavers 
provide the instruction in English, assisted 
by Barbara Setsu Pickett, the resident 
director.  The studio experience is enriched 
with visits to museums and a textile 
conservation laboratory.  Students earn 9 
credit hours of upper division studio. 
Graduate students design with the resident 
director additional coursework like learning 
Jacquard software or the CIETA fabric 
analysis system.  Students work in teams 
on class assignments.  The original design 
work and examples of the woven samples 
become part of the UO Fibers Area archive. 
Students are in studio from 9:00 to 5:00 
Monday through Thursday and half day on 
Friday. 
 
Academic Standards 
Evaluation is similar to on-campus courses.  
Students present their designs, technical 
data sheets, weavings, and journals at a 
critique on the last class day of the course.  
The resident director evaluates the work 
and reports the grade.  Students have the 
option to take this course P/N.   The 
students organize and exhibit their work in 
the LaVerne Krause Gallery in winter term. 

 
Resident Director 
Barbara Setsu Pickett, Associate Professor, 
Department of Art, is the resident director. 
This is the 7th time this course has been 
offered.  She leads field trips and helps the 
students with logistics before and during 
the course. She has a long association with 
the Foundation where she did her Fulbright 
Research fellowship in 1986-87 and an UO 
Summer Research award in 1994. Her 
research focuses on silk velvet weaving.   
 
Eligibility 
The program is open to undergraduates, 
graduates, and community education 
students.  Participants need a basic 
knowledge of weaving.  No experience on 
Jacquard looms is mandatory, but taking 
ARTF 408/508 Jacquard Spring 2008 for 4 
credit hours is often the determining factor 
in the selection process. Conversational 
Italian is very useful.  Participants must be 
18 years old and have a 3.0 GPA or better.  
Having health insurance and a student visa 
is required.  Pickett interviews and selects 
the applicants.   
 
Application Process 
Applications are available from Pickett and 
can be submitted anytime before the 
Thursday, Jan 10, 2008 deadline.  A $50 
nonrefundable application fee is required at 
the time of application and will be applied 
to the tuition, if the application is accepted.  
Submit application form and fee to Pickett.  
Checks are made payable to: University of 
Oregon.   
 
Selection is by interview.  Because only 6 
are chosen, after accepting 6 applicants, the 
resident director will keep a waiting list and 
fill any vacancies from the list.  An 
additional $500 will be due upon the 
student's acceptance into the program.  It 
will also apply to the tuition.  If the course is 
not fully enrolled, the University reserves 
the right to cancel it. 
 
 



Cost and Financial Arrangements 
Tuition for 9 credit hours is $3815, includes instruction, materials, and housing at the 
Foundation.  The UO reserves the right to adjust the program fee if the exchange rate 
fluctuates significantly, and Pickett will immediately notify participants of any budget 
changes.  Air and ground transportation, meals, museum fees, Internet access, personal 
shopping and the optional field trip expenses to Venice are not included in the tuition.  
Because the passport application process is taking considerable time, students are 
advised to apply before or when they turn in their applications. 
 
Housing 
Students share two modest apartments at the Foundation and the Resident Director 
stays on site in the 3rd.  The apartments have shared bedrooms, a kitchen, bathroom/s, 
dining and sitting areas.  Beds linens and towels are provided.  Housing and utilities 
(gas, water, electricity) are included.  No telephones are available in the apartments, but 
a pay phone is located just outside the classroom.  Limited Internet access is available 
before class & during lunch.  Students are charged for local & long distance calls and 
web-time.  All the students share the washing machine in the upstairs apartment.  
Students are responsible for cleaning the apartments and leaving them in spotless 
condition.  All trash, recyclables, and items to be donated to charity should be disposed 
of before checking out and returning the keys to Pickett. 
  
Payment Schedule 
Application fee (due the date of application)   $50 
Deposit upon acceptance $500 
Balance of Summer Session tuition due June 5, 2008 $3265 
  (special arrangements for Financial Aid allocation) 
Total $3815 
    
    
    
Student Sample Budget 
Summer Session tuition $3815 
Airfare 1600    
Meals 425 
Museum entrance fees, postage, Internet, telephone 80 
Bus pass for the Florence system 40  
Wells Fargo health insurance @ $11.50/week for 5 weeks 58 
Student visa application 45  
Estimated Total $6063 
 
Financial Aid 
Most forms of financial aid, such as loans and grants for which students are eligible, 
may be applied to the costs of this program.  Students should consult with a financial 
aid counselor at the Office of Student Financial Aid, 260 Oregon Hall, for specific 
information about awards and eligibility.  Students are advised to apply early to 
assure full consideration.  
 
Refund Policy 
If a student withdraws from the program after June 5, 2008 the $50 application fee and 
$500 deposit are not refundable.  If a student withdraws from the program after June 5, 
2008, and an eligible replacement can be found by Pickett, the balance of the tuition 
$3265 will be refunded. 



 
For Further Information, contact: 
Barbara Setsu Pickett (Resident Director) 
Dept. of Art    e-mail  bpickett@uoregon.edu 
5232 University of Oregon  voice-mail office phone  541.346.3658 
Eugene, OR  97403-5232   fax 541.346.3626 
 
This publication will be made available in accessible formats upon request. 
The University of Oregon is an equal opportunity, affirmative action institution committed to 
cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.   
 


